
The Opportunity

Getty Images, a leading creator and distributor of award-winning 
still imagery, video, music and multimedia products, adopted 
Dataminr for News to increase the speed in which they dispatch 
journalists to cover breaking stories.

Pancho Bernasconi, Vice President of News at Getty Images, 
recognized an opportunity to deploy its team of photojournalists 
faster than the competition by distributing Dataminr’s breaking 
news alerts to the editorial staff, giving them a head start on major 
stories.

“We use Dataminr to get a jump on breaking news before the story 
is widely picked up,” Bernasconi says. “Dataminr alerts get the 
editors breaking news faster, which means we can dispatch our 
photographers faster than before.

The Solution

Integrating Dataminr alerts into a dedicated Slack channel allows 
Getty’s editorial team to monitor and act quickly on alerts.

“All of the picture desk editors and the news editors in New York have access to the Dataminr Slack channel,” he 
says. “When news breaks, the location tags that appear with the alert in the Slack channel are really helpful to us 
to pinpoint where we need to send our photojournalists.”

CASE STUDY

Getty Images Uses Dataminr to Dispatch 
Photographers to Breaking News in Real Time

“We use Dataminr to get a jump on breaking news before stories are 
widely picked up. Dataminr alerts get the editors breaking news faster, 
which means we can dispatch our photographers faster than before.”

Pancho Bernasconi
Vice President of News, Getty Images



When an editor sees an alert that is important for Getty to cover, they immediately alert the assignment editors via 
Slack, phone or email.

“There have been many stories we’ve been 
tipped off to from Dataminr—too many to 
list—everything from major global events to 
local news stories,” Bernasconi says. “The lead 
time is critical to get our photojournalists to 
the scene faster to ensure we’re delivering the 
best and most comprehensive coverage to our 
clients.”

In the event the editors don’t send 
photographers to cover the event, they find 
value from the awareness Dataminr provides 
as the stories unfold.

“Dataminr also saves us time while hunting down information on major stories we research,” Bernasconi says. “And 
with stories that are too local for us to move on, we fully appreciate knowing that those stories are happening, and 
usually monitor them closely via targeted Dataminr searches to determine the size and scope of the event.”

Experience the power of Dataminr for News
news-sales@dataminr.com  •  dataminr.com  •  @dataminr

ABOUT GETTY IMAGES

Getty Images is the most trusted and esteemed source of visual content in the world, with over 200 million assets available through 
its industry-leading sites www.gettyimages.com and www.istock.com. The Getty Images website serves creative, business and media 
customers in almost 200 countries and is the first place people turn to discover, purchase and share powerful content from the world's 
best photographers and videographers. Getty Images works with over 200,000 contributors and hundreds of image partners to provide 
comprehensive coverage of more than 130,000 news, sport and entertainment events, impactful creative imagery to communicate any 
commercial concept and the world's deepest digital archive of historic photography. Visit Getty Images at www.gettyimages.com to learn 
more about how the company is advancing the unique role of still and moving imagery in communication and business.

Key Benefits

• General awareness of newsworthy events before they hit the news cycle

• Assignment editors are now able to dispatch photographers faster than ever to cover 
breaking stories, in turn delivering images and video from the scene in real-time to 
their client base

• Reduction in time and resources spent researching updates to major stories and 
monitoring active situations for material updates


